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The nursing home issue was explained to voters...The nursing home issue was explained to voters...

As you may know, back in 2001, the state legislature 
passed landmark elder care facility reform legislation that 
mandated increased nursing staff requirements, tougher 
regulation and quality improvement in Florida's nursing egulation and quality imp ovement in lo ida s nu sing
homes, and increased nursing home funding to pay for 

these improvements and increased staff.

In this year's proposed budget, because of less 
revenue to the state, Florida's nursing homes are facing 

funding cuts of $278 million per year.  However, the 
nursing homes will still be required to meet the previously 

mandated staffing requirements.
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mandated staffing requirements.



A wide majority of Florida voters don't believe 
that it's "fair" to cut state funding for nursingthat it's "fair" to cut state funding for nursing 
homes while being required to meet previously 

mandated staffing requirements.mandated staffing requirements.
Do you believe it is fair to ask nursing homes to meet the current mandated 
staffing requirements while also facing $278 million in state funding cuts?

56% 54% 58% 56%

By Ideology

36% 39% 36% 32%

Total Conservative Moderate Liberal
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Total
(100%)

Conservative
(40%)

Moderate
(37%)

Liberal
(19%)

Fair Not Fair



As a result, fully two-thirds of voters believe 
the state has broken its promise to nursingthe state has broken its promise to nursing 

homes in the state.
And, do you believe that the state of Florida has broken its promise to nursing , y f p g
homes in the state by not providing the funding that was committed in 2001?

By Media Market

68% 69% 69% 68% 64% 68% 72% 69%

57% 62%
St 57%57% 58% 56% 55%

18% 15% 13%
21% 21% 17% 17% 20%

57%
Str Str 57%

Str
57%
Str 52%

Str
Str

56%
Str

55%
Str

15% 13%

Total Miami West Palm Ft. Myers Tampa Orlando J'ville Panhandle
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(100%) (20%) (11%)
y

(6%)
p

(25%) (19%) (9%) (10%)
Broke Promise Did Not Break Promise



Voters believe it's the nursing home 
residents who will suffer.

And do you believe these nursing AGREE/DISAGREE: Those who will And, do you believe these nursing 
home cuts will mostly impact ... suffer from these state budget cuts are 

not the nursing homes, but the patients 
in these nursing homes. 

62%

85%
73%

Strongly62% Strongly

12% 12%11%
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RESIDENTS EMPLOYEES AGREE DISAGREEOWNERS



Even though money is tight, Florida voters 
believe the state cannot let seniors downbelieve the state cannot let seniors down.

Money is tight in Florida, but we cannot let 
i d Th G d t t

AGREE/DISAGREE: AGREE/DISAGREE:
Even though the legislature is facing 

our seniors down.  The Governor and state 
legislature need to make sure that nursing 

homes receive the necessary funding to 
maintain the level of care they provide. 

g g f g
difficult choices, they should maintain 
funding for Florida's nursing homes, 

even if they have to cut elsewhere.

86%

61%66% 61%

33%
34%

Strongly

66%
Strongly

11%

33%Strongly
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AGREE DISAGREEAGREE DISAGREE



Voters across party lines agree that the state 
"has a responsibility" to provide necessary"has a responsibility" to provide necessary 

funding to nursing homes.
AGREE/DISAGREE: The state has a responsibility to ensure that it finds the necessary

76%
85%

AGREE/DISAGREE: The state has a responsibility to ensure that it finds the necessary
funding to maintain the level of care provided to the residents of nursing homes. 

By Party

76%
67%

75%

51% 53%
59%

St l

20%
27% 24%

13%

51%
Strongly

39%
Strongly

53%
Strongly

Strongly

13%

Total Republican Independent Democrat
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Total
(100%)

Republican
(36%)

Independent
(21%)

Democrat
(40%)

Agree Disagree
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